                       TITANIC

            The Shocking Truth

                       60 min Television Special
 
The overwhelming assumption is that the Titanic had sunk as a result of a collision with an iceberg.  This one fact has dominated the story.

For over one hundred years nobody has sought to really look at the detail of what occurred or the manner in which the enquiry was handled. There were questions which in the mist of time have been left unanswered. 

With the benefit of compelling new evidence a shocking truth begins to unfold.

· That the scuttled ship at the bottom of the Atlantic is not the Titanic but it’s sister ship the Olympic.
· That the White Star Line together with the British government  were responsible for possibly one of the greatest frauds and sea tragedies in living history
                   WHY AND HOW COULD THIS OCCUR ?
 
1. Relationship between Principal Companies

JB Ismay Chairman of White Star  and  JP Morgan commercial interests :- 

 

INTERNATIONAL MERCANTILE MARINE (IMM)

Chairman; J. Pierpoint Morgan
Directors Include; J. Bruce Ismay Lord Pirrie

 
 WHITE STAR LINE  

Chairman; J Bruce Ismay, 

Directors include; Lord Pirrie, J.P. Morgan 

[OLYMPIC & TITANIC] 

[acquired in 1902 as part of JP Morgans attempt to monopolise the lucrative North Atlantic passenger trade]

 

 Both also owners of the

LEYLAND LINE 

[OWNERS OF THE RESCUE  SHIP CALIFORNIAN]

 
 

HARLAND & WOLFF

SHIPBUILDERS, BELFAST

Chairman - Lord Pirrie 

Directors include; J. Bruce Ismay

Harland & Wolff, had exclusive contracts with White Star to build all their ships.

 
 

2.
Financial & Political Situation in 1912
 
 
FINANCIAL;
 
The Olympic & Titanic represent White Star Line’s survival strategy in the highly competitive North Atlantic Passenger trade. When launched, Olympic and Titanic are virtually identical, built from the same plans & drawings.

 

The White Star Line was  already in a precarious financial position. The two new ships had cost around £1.5m each  - White Star needed a full 6 years of service on the North Atlantic route from both ships to get their money back.

 

Harland & Wolff, had exclusive contract with White Star to build all their ships.

In 1912 Harland & Wolff  suffering from lack of orders began building ships  at cost  just to keep the yard open. 

 

If the White Star Line were to fold, Harland & Wolff would follow. The major work force in Belfast would be unemployed.

POLITICAL;
 

As part of the deal to allow an American company (JP Morgan’s IMM) to take over a British company (White Star) the British Government obtains an agreement that all White Star line ships could be requisitioned as Royal Navy Reserve ships in time of war.   World War I was just around the corner. 

 

Ultimate owner JP Morgan was both banker and main creditor. If White Star Line should go bankrupt, Morgan would have the ability to  repossess all White Star Line Ships.

 

If the White Star Line had been allowed to fold, and because Harland & Wolff’s business was heavily dependant on the White Star Line, this could have resulted in massive unemployment in Belfast. (60,000 at Harland & Wolff; 20,000 at White Star Line.)

 

This would  mean the loss of valuable seats in Belfast and effect Prime Minister Lord Asquith’s narrow majority. 

 

It is for this reason that the government colluded in a cover up…
 

3.
History of The Olympic.
 
14th June 1911;
Maiden Voyage of Olympic under Captain E.J. Smith. (he went on to Captain the Titanic when it sunk).

 
21st June 1911;
Under the command of Capt. Smith, The Olympic was  involved in stern collision with the tug O. L. Hallenbeck in New York. The tug nearly sinks.

 
20th September 1911; 

The Olympic again captained by Smith  is in a major collision with HMS Hawke in Southampton Water causing severe damage (HMS Hawke is a Navy ship designed to ram enemy vessels) 
Damage to Olympic and repair undertaken :-

· Holed above & below water line on the starboard side by Hawke’s bow ram;

· Damage to front of ship is remarkably similar to that done to TITANIC by 

             iceberg a few months later! (H&W records)

· Patched up in Southampton – wood & steel plates placed over the damaged area. 

· Makeshift repair  takes over two weeks. Olympic then limps back to Belfast on  only one of it's three engines for full repairs.

· The middle engine, the turbine engine, works exclusively from steam recycled 

            from the other two engines. The fact that this engine was not used clearly 

            suggests that the propeller shaft, which runs directly above the keel is

            damaged.   Therefore the keel itself must also have been damaged. 

· Despite repair in Southampton, ship is taking on water at an alarming rate.

· On the way to Belfast there is a pronounced list to port.

 

On the maiden voyage of the Titanic, some of the surviving passengers and officers  reported a noticeable list to port – eg 2nd Class passenger & science teacher Lawrence Beesley.
 

12th/13th Oct. 1911;
Inspection reveals;

· Triangular hole above the water line and large hole below the water line

· Starboard Propeller and Crankshaft damaged (all 3 blades seriously damaged)

· Crack between Crank arm and Crank shaft

· Possible shock loading of engine

· Hull steel plating dislodged over D, E, F, G Decks 

· D, E, F, G Decks penetrated to a distance of 8 feet

· Steel frames buckled 

· Thousands of rivets burst

· Stern Frame bearing cracked (this is the killer damage – it was fitted at construction and never meant to be replaced – kept turning after collision)

 The above takes the ship beyond reasonable financial repair.

Repairs on the Olympic take 7 weeks, instead of the 2 weeks originally planned; 

Work stops on Titanic – Maiden Voyage put back 3 weeks to 10 April 1912.
Steel plates were replaced along a full one third of the starboard side of the Olympic, plus area supposedly damaged by iceberg on Titanic adjacent to boiler rooms 5 & 6.
To get the Olympic back to sea ASAP the starboard propeller, (401,) from Titanic, (Hull No. 401,) is fitted to the Olympic. 

 

Any accident involving a Royal Naval ship was investigated by the Admiralty. 

Admiralty finds Olympic was at fault therefore White Star's insurance declines to pay out on the claim.

The Olympic was insured only for two thirds of its cost [£1.5m]. Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company of New York carried the majority of the  of risk, the remaining £500,000 of risk carried by IMM. 

Repairs and lost revenue cost White Star a further £250,000.

 

24th February 1912;
After leaving New York, Olympic strikes a sunken wreck, (marked on the charts) off the Grand Banks and throws a port propeller blade. The loss of a propeller blade shock loads the engine and drive shaft and places further enormous stress on the liner.

Massive vibration felt throughout the ship. 

Water temp. is 31 degrees – the temperature at which Olympic’s steel becomes brittle.

 

28th February 1912;
Olympic arrives in Southampton powered by starboard & turbine engines (proving that turbine can be operated on steam from just one engine.)

 

29th February 1912;
Olympic leaves for Belfast, next scheduled departure on March 8th, cancelled.

Cost of these new repairs added to losses already incurred by White Star.

 

2nd March 1912;
Olympic goes into dry dock to have the propeller blade replaced. 

This job should take only a few hours, but Olympic remains in Belfast until 7th March.  

 

The cumulative effect of the  damage listed above was that the Olympic was damaged beyond economic repair and would  never pass another Board of Trade inspection.
 
With completion of the Titanic running late because of repairs to the Olympic, Ismay suddenly decides on major alterations to Titanic’s superstructure; 

·        Addition of screens to the forward part of A deck promenade. 
·        Carpets to cover state of the art linoleum flooring.

Ismay claimed that these were essential because of passenger comments, but these so called essential changes  were never incorporated into the sister ship in all of her remaining 25 years...
 
Olympic is patched up enough to get it through some easy sea trials, and a maiden voyage. The two ships, lying together side by side in Belfast, are switched over the weekend.
 

10th April 1912;
With it’s name changed to Titanic, Olympic heads at full speed into a known ice field, with a dangerous fire burning in coal bunker number 10. 

 

Another IMM ship, The Californian, under the command of Captain Stanley Lord, will be standing by for the rescue operation.

 
Public viewing;
Whereas the Olympic had been open to the public for inspection in Belfast and Liverpool, Titanic was not, despite the amount of publicity the ship had already received.

 

Sea Trials;
Olympic's sea trials had lasted a full 2 days and were rigorous.

Titanic's sea included no strenuous manoeuvres and the inspection took only half a day.

 

4.
How easy/difficult would it be to switch the ships?
  
Even today, the most common form of marine fraud is to change the name of a ship.
 

When launched, Olympic and Titanic are virtually identical, built from the same plans & drawings.
 
The names of the two ships were picked out in burnished gold and would have been invisible at a distance, even with the use of a telescope.
 
In Belfast they were often berthed side by side and were regularly moved in and out of the Thompson graving dock, especially during repairs to Olympic.
 
Harland & Wolff was a vast labyrinth of buildings and workshops, as well as ships in varying stages of completion. Any unusual activity would hardly be noticed.
 
The social order was such that the workers would never have thought to question their ‘betters’. The lived in a time when the general population were told where to go, what to do, what to think, and when to think it. There was no social security safety net and companies had the power to dismiss whole families of workers.
 
There were no members of the press poking around or roving TV crews looking for a story. People accepted what they were told as the truth. 
 
All crockery, linen etc. was White Star standard issue, interchangeable from ship to ship. Only letterheads and menus etc. would have to be changed.
 
Only the names on the bows and stern of the ships, the bridge telegraphs and 48 life belts would have to be swapped. This could have been accomplished with a very small crew literally overnight.
 
Every amateur magician knows that the eye always sees what it expects to see, therefore it is highly unlikely that anyone would have noticed anything anyway.
 
Nothing has ever been recovered from the wreck with Titanic’s name on it, not even the ships bell. Ships hundreds of years old yield some clue as to their identity.
 
No official photographs were taken of Titanic’s interior. The pictures we are used to seeing, of the grand staircase, the sumptuous 1st Class dining room, the gymnasium, etc., are in fact of the Olympic...
 

5.
Archive photographs and footage.

 

All contemporary photographs are from the official Harland and Wolff archives.

 

1. Titanic launched with 14 portholes on fwd part of C deck. Titanic acquires 2 extra potholes between  launch and maiden voyage.

2. The spacing of the windows on C Deck. At the time of the launch, these oblong windows are clearly evenly spaced, yet at the time of sailing, their spacing is distinctly uneven .

3. Difference in the spacing of the Bow plates (see photos H1515 and H1825).  The bow plates positioning can be regarded as a finger print.

4. At launch, Titanic has longer open promenade section on B deck than on her maiden voyage.

5. Olympic had a grey undercoat to make it stand out better for photographers of the day, Titanic was painted black from the start. Examination of the wreck reveals large patches of grey undercoat.

6. The number 401 on the starboard propeller (IMAX photogrtaph.)

7. Moving footage of Titanic/Olympic backing out of New York harbour showing the immense area of damage. Also, names of tug boats have been erased frame by frame to confuse the public.

 

On Titanic, B deck was supposed to be an enclosed space taken up by 1st Class cabins, There was no foot path yet  some passengers claimed they were able to board boats from a foot path on B deck, proving that they were in fact on the Olympic.

 

6.
Captain Smith’s Safety Record;
 
27th January 1889; In command of the Republic he runs aground off Sandy Hook at the entrance to New York Harbour. A furnace flue over a forward boiler fractures killing three crewman and injuring seven others. 
 
16th February 1899; In command of the Germanic. The ship capsizes in New York Harbour due to an excess of ice built up on the rigging and superstructure. As an experienced seafarer, Smith should have foreseen this.
 
December 1890; In command of the Coptic he runs aground off Rio de Janeiro sustaining minor damage.
 
1901; In command of the Majestic - fire breaks out in a linen closet while on the way to New York. The fire is at first thought to be out but reignites 5 hours later. Smith claimed no knowledge o f the incident until it was all over. 
 
1904; Smith is promoted to Commodore of the White Star Line.
 
3rd November 1906; In command of the Baltic - fire breaks out in Liverpool Docks. 
 
4th November 1909; In command of the Adriatic - Smith runs aground yet again at the entrance New York harbour.
 
21st June 1911; In command of the Olympic - Smith nearly crushes the tug boat O.L. Hallenbeck under Olympic’s stern.
 
20th September 1911; In command of the Olympic - involved in the collision with HMS Hawke. Both ships are severely damaged.
 
24th February 1912; In command of the Olympic - Smith runs over a sunken wreck (marked on the charts) losing a propeller blade.
 
10th April 1912; In command of the Titanic - maiden voyage. Leaving Southampton, Titanic nearly collides with the New York. Only quick action by a tug saved the day. The two ships missed each other by a matter of inches
 
14th April 1912;
In command of the Titanic – supposedly hits an ice berg and sinks with the loss of 1,500 lives. Captain Smith goes down with the ship. 
 

This is the same Capt. Smith who described his career as ‘uneventful’ !!!
7. TITANIC’S OFFICERS.

Captain

Edward John Smith



LOST
Commodore, White Star Line, with one of the worst safety records of the day. 

Smith is a  “show off”  who drives his ships as if they were giant speedboats.

In more modern and safety conscious times, he would not have been allowed to continue as a captain and yet he is paid £1,250 per year - five times the going rate for the job. 

 
Chief Officer
Henry Wilde





LOST
Present at the time of the collision between The Olympic and H.M.S. Hawke. Reassigned to Titanic at 24 hours notice from Olympic, reporting for duty 6.00am the day Titanic sailed & causing other officers to take reduced rank and pay.

 

First Officer

William Murdoch



LOST
Also reassigned at the last minute from Olympic to Titanic.

Close friend of 2nd Officer Lightoller & Chief Officer Henry WIlde.

Before leaving Queenstown, Chief Officer Wilde, wrote to his sister saying "I still don't like this ship...." A strange thing to say for a man who had only boarded the day before...

 

Second Officer
Charles Lightoller



SURVIVED
Shipwrecked a total of 5 times before joining Titanic.

Under Capt. Smith on the Majestic Lightoller  & Murdoch become long time friends.

Promoted to 3rd Officer aboard Oceanic by Capt. Smith where he served with Herbert J Pitman and James Moody, both of whom would be aboard Titanic.

 

Third Officer
Herbert John Pitman



SURVIVED
Transferred from Oceanic to Titanic for maiden voyage.

 

Fourth Officer
Joseph Groves Boxhall


SURVIVED
Served five years in the White Star Line before being assigned to Titanic.

 
Fifth Officer

Harold Godfrey Lowe


SURVIVED
Joined the White Star Line only 6 months before Titanic’s maiden voyage.

Inexperienced on steam ships, this was his first Atlantic crossing.

Had also been shipwrecked.

 

Sixth Officer

James Moody


LOST
April 1911; Assigned to the Oceanic, serving under Smith, Wilde, Lightoller.

26th March 1912; Assigned to Titanic, joining her in Belfast.

 
 
Chief Designer and Engineer 

Thomas Andrews



LOST
Lord Pirrie's nephew.

On board for the maiden voyage - unusual because the ship had been delivered to and accepted by White Star, so why take Andrews, with his rolls of blueprints?

 

 

 

Captain Smith, Wilde, Murdoch, Lightoller, Pitman and Moody had all served together at some time or another, either aboard the Majestic, Oceanic, or the Olympic.
 

Captain Smith, Wilde & Murdoch were all together on the Olympic at the time of the collision with H.M.S. Hawke.
 

Officers Murdoch and Lightoller were prepared to take a cut in pay commensurate with their reduced ranks for the maiden voyage

.

Lightoller is a maverick who had panned for gold in the Yukon, worked as a cowboy in America and set off a stick of dynamite in Sydney harbour as a practical joke.

 

Either Captain Smith had specifically requested Wilde and Murdoch to be his second and third in command, (which is unlikely as it was ‘not the done thing’ for one Captain to rob another of a valued officer,) or the decision was taken at a much higher level.
 

 

8.
PASSENGER & CREW CANCELLATIONS
 

The Coal Strike had just ended and passengers & cargo were piled up in the ports waiting to get across the Atlantic.

 
Whereas the maiden voyage of the Olympic was fully subscribed, the Titanic was only half full.
 
First Class passengers from other White Star ships were offered only second class berths on Titanic. Clearly White Star didn’t want too many people on board!

 

Over fifty 1st Class passengers cancelled at the last minute. They included;

 
J.P. Morgan;
Had the best suite on the ship but cancelled claiming illness.

Morgan also had several valuable bronze taken off the Titanic an hour before it sailed. 

Robert Bacon;
Former business partner of J. P. Morgan and American Ambassador to Paris. His wife and daughter also cancelled.

Henry C. Frick;
Steel magnate, anti-union ally and lifelong friend of Morgan. He would have had the second best suite on Titanic. His excuse? His wife had a sprained ankle.

Mr. & Mrs. J. Horace Harding;
Close friends of Morgan who changed to the faster but far less luxurious Mauritania.

George Washington Vanderbilt;
Associate of Morgan, from the famous railroad and shipping family, cancelled on the last minute, preferring instead to sail on the Olympic. Their valet, Frederick Wheeler, went on the voyage with the Vanderbilt’s luggage and was lost.

 

Florence Ismay;
Wife of J. Bruce Ismay. Instead of accompanying her husband on the maiden voyage of the most luxurious liner in the world, Mrs. Ismay opted instead to go on a motoring holiday, after first claiming ill health!

 
The Crew;
All but two of the Firemen aboard (many, ex-Olympic) refused to sign on again in Southampton preferring to wait for employment on another ship. All these men, in the middle of a coal strike, when thousands were laid off...What did they know?
(The remaining two firemen, Thomas Quillan & John Coffey jumped ship at Queenstown.)

9.
Titanic’s Course & Speed
 
Despite the Company's own standing orders, Titanic took the Autumn Route across the Atlantic, increasing the chances of encountering ice.
 

Capt. Smith and his officers were fully aware of the ice field because most of them had been that way only three weeks before...on the Olympic.

 
All other liners navigating through the ice field that night were going full speed. This was perfectly normal practice. Anything large enough to damage a large iron steamship would be seen in plenty of time.

 

The sea was calm and the visibility was excellent. 
 

 

10.
ICE WARNINGS, SUNDAY 14TH APRIL

 

9.00 am.
Caronia

reported bergs  & growlers and field ice in 42.N from 49. To 51.W

11.40am
Noordam

reported ‘much ice’ in roughly the same position

1.42pm
Baltic


reported icebergs & large quantity of field ice in 41.51.N, 49.9W

1.45pm
Amerika

reported passing 2 large icebergs at41.27N, 50.8W.

7.30pm
Californian

position 42.3N, 49.9W: Three large bergs five miles to southward of us. *
9.40pm
Maseba

Lat. 42.N to 41.25N, Longitude 40.W to 50.30W, saw much heavy pack ice and great number large icebergs, also field ice.

11.00pm
Californian

attempts to give position to Titanic but told to “Keep out” by Titanic radio operator Jack Phillips. **
 

* Notice the ice warning from Californian (which was actually addressed to the Antillian, Lord’s old ship) is not so much about ice, as giving her own position, stopped in the ice.

** The final warning, addressed specifically to Titanic at 11.00pm was ignored by Jack Phillips, Titanic’s radio operator. This is not a warning of ice, but information regarding the Californian’s position, which is something rather different.

11. 
CAPTAIN STANLEY LORD & THE CALIFORNIAN

 

1.      5 September 1904, Captain Stanley Lord commands British troop transport ship, the Antillian and earns commendation for transferring 1,000 men and their equipment from lifeboats to his ship in the middle of the night in under one hour! 
 

2.      April 1912, Captain Lord commands the Leyland Liner Californian, also owned by JP Morgan’s IMM. 

 

3.      The Californian left London on 5th April, 5 days before Titanic’s departure from Southampton.

 

4.      Despite the coal strike, Californian left fully coaled but with NO passengers or cargo, except for 3,000 woollen sweaters & blankets!  
 

5.      The Californian left in such a hurry that the radio operator, Cyril Evans did not have time to go ashore and get the correct radio charts.

 

6.      Late in the afternoon of 14th April, after a mad dash across the North Atlantic, the Californian came to a dead stop in the ice field. There was no danger of collision as Californian would have drifted in the same direction and at the same speed as the bergs, but… 

 

7.      Capt. Lord ordered all the boilers kept fired up and the engines kept on standby. Why? Was he expecting some sort of last minute dash through the night? Was it that he had actually reached his destination and was waiting...?

 

8.      6ft tall Captain Lord chose to rest fully clothed on a 5ft 6in couch in the chart room. His own cabin was heated and the chart room was not. 

 

9.      Aboard Titanic, Captain Smith did the same, resting fully clothed in the chart room, as if he too expected to be called back to the bridge at any moment...

 

 

12.   Why they should have been able to avoid the Iceberg.

 

 

Standard issue binoculars, requested by the lookouts had been locked in Lightoller’s cabin.

 

·        Lookout Frederick Fleet said he had seen the berg from at least 10 or 11 miles away and had tried to warn the bridge at least 3 times in the half hour before the collision! At the British Inquiry, lookout Fred Fleet was edgy, obviously did not trust his questioners, was defensive and sometimes downright surly. He was also under the watchful gaze of Ismay and the lawyers.

 

·        Fireman John Podesta claims he heard the shout “ice ahead sir” several times during the evening.
 

At the British Inquiry;
 

·        Captain Rostron of the Carpathia had no difficulty spotting the bergs from 1 and 2 miles distant, giving the Carpathia plenty of time to turn away from danger. 

 

·        Captain Steele RNR, Marine Superintendent at Southampton, Captain Hays and Captain Passow, told Lord Mersey that even on a moonless night there would be no difficulty spotting an ice berg from as far away as 6 or even 10 miles. 

 

·        2nd Officer Lightoller told the Inquiry that; even on such a flat calm night such as this, he would have been easily able to see an ice berg from a mile and a half, more probably two miles away and that 

 

·        the bergs would have been just as visible from the bridge as from the crow’s nest. 

 
It never occurred to any one to ask the one simple question; “so how come the Titanic hit this particular ice berg???”
 

Captain Lord seems to be the only sea captain who stopped because of ice. 

 
At sea trials the FULL turning circle of the Titanic at 20.5 knots was 1,280 yards diameter, with an emergency stopping distance of only 850 yards. 

There was plenty of time to turn and avoid it! 
Even if spotted at the very last moment and allowing for a delay while orders were given, Titanic should have been able to avoid the berg with the greatest of ease. 

But by turning to port and reversing the engines at the same time, the ship would have slewed to present it’s broadside to the berg and the risk of collision would have INCREASED. Never turn your broadside to danger!

 

 

Only 11 people were on deck when Titanic supposedly struck the iceberg;
 

First Officer Murdoch, 

LOST; 

Sixth Officer Moody, 

LOST;

Quartermaster Alfred Olliver,
aft of the bridge at the time, saw nothing;

Quartermaster R. Hitchens,
Robert Hitchens, helmsman at the time of the collision, later claimed to have been bribed by White Star with the promise of a well paid job in return for suppressing certain unspecified events on the bridge. Sure enough, he became harbour master in Cape Town a short time later. 

Lookout Frederick Fleet,

Silence rewarded with offer of a job for life;

Lookout Reginald Lee,

ditto.

Quartermaster Rowe,

on watch at the stern of the ship, saw a large berg pass close to the stbd. side but that is all. He stayed at his post until asked to find rockets because he had no idea that there had been any collision at all. 

 

From the records of the enquiry and witness statements;

4 passengers noted an iceberg going by but did not notice an actual collision!
Others also came out and see the berg, but the question is: did Titanic actually hit it?

 

·        One passenger had the impression of the ship "rolling over a thousand marbles," 

·        schoolteacher Lawrence Beesley noticed the mattress vibrating in his cabin. 

·        Jack Thayer, who survived, said “If I had a brimful glass of water in my hand not a drop would have been spilled.” 

 

This vibration was caused by the engines being thrown into reverse as was the ice falling onto the forward well deck which was shaken loose from the radio mast by the vibrations.
 

For the ice to have come from the berg, the berg must have been overhanging the ship. This is impossible because there is; 

·        no damage to the stbd. bridge wing (confirmed by examination of the wreck)

·        or to the ship’s emergency boat - always swung out and used later that night. 

·        Neither is there any damage to the side of the ship above the water level.

The fireman’s passage, 15ft from the outer hull at it’s nearest point and isolated by it’s own watertight doors was one of the first areas to be flooded. No iceberg could have penetrated that deeply. 
 
Lightoller says he was awoken by the sound of steam letting off but stayed in his cabin because he was off duty and thought he should stay where he would be expected to be found. This defies reasonable belief. The bridge is only 20 paces from his cabin and he should have gone straight there at the first hint of trouble. 
There can only be one explanation. 

 

We are certain that the ship was being scuttled by Lightoller, (under instruction) because he had actually gone missing for half an hour. He opened the sea-cocks and was ultimately responsible for the sinking.
 
 

13.
EXPECTING TO BE RESCUED.
 

Captain Smith was on the bridge in a matter of seconds.

As was Ismay & Thomas Andrews, with his blueprints. 

They knew within 10 minutes that the ship was going to sink.
Instead of a general call to stations, officers behaved as if there were no emergency at all. 

The senior officers dithered because they expected to be rescued!
 
By ordering the ship to port, Murdoch had actually increased the distance between Titanic and Californian, and the liners signals could not be seen.

 
Almost immediately after the ‘collision’, Captain Smith ordered the ship to move half speed ahead for a further 5 minutes. 

This was in an attempt to close the distance between himself and the light of a ship that could be clearly seen on the horizon. When he had closed the gap a little he ordered the engines to be stopped for the last time. He later even ordered one of the boats to row for this ship and then return!

Smith assumed that this ship was the Californian, but by ordering the Titanic to steam half speed ahead, he was actually opening the gap between himself and the Californian!
 

 

Another weak link in the chain has to be Jack Phillips, Titanic’s radio operator. 
Telling the Californian to “Keep out,” the last vital message from Californian, giving her position at around 11.00pm, was not passed on to Captain Smith. 
Captain Lord, assumed the message had been sent and received and, his duty done, went into the chart room to rest and wait for the signal. 
 

·        35 minutes before the first distress rocket was sent up...
·        35 minutes before the first radio ‘CQD’ was sent...
·        45 minutes before starting the pumps...
·        45 minutes before starting to prepare the lifeboats...
·        A full 1 hour and 25 minutes before the first lifeboat was launched…
 

 

14. LIFEBOATS WERE ALLOWED TO LEAVE HALF FULL ?.
 
 
In a life threatening situation, a confident expectation of rescue can be the only possible reason that the lifeboats were sent away half full.
 
One boat, designed to hold 48 persons left with only 12 on board!

 
Captain Smith knew that both boats and davits had been tested with the weight of seventy strapping Irish shipbuilders in Belfast before sea trials began, so why did he allow them to go away half full? 
 

If Lightoller misinterpreted his Captain’s order of ‘women and children first’ to mean ‘women and children only.’ He must have thought that another ship would be along any minute. Remember – shipwrecked 5 times before!

 

Thomas Andrews, who must have fully understood the importance of filling every boat and who also would have known that the boats were perfectly strong enough to be lowered fully loaded, witnessed them being sent away from the Titanic only half full...and said nothing. Andrews was of course the nephew of Lord Pirrie. Was he also expecting a dramatic rescue?
 

Survivor Edith Russell said that one of the officers (it must have been Lightoller because of the boat she was in) said “don’t worry, the Californian will be here to pick you up in case you’re not back in time for breakfast…”  How could he have possibly known about the Californian?

 

15.
CONFUSION OVER ROCKETS
 
From the bridge of the Californian Officers Stone & Gibson saw;
·        A small tramp steamer with one funnel & 4 masts (Titanic had 2 masts)

·        only white rockets or flares

·        going only halfway to the top of the masthead

·        eight rockets in all (which Capt. Lord assumed to be company signals)
·        they heard no report

 

The rockets Titanic had fired;
·        numbered between 18 and 22

·        had red and blue colours in them

·        soared to a height of 800 feet
·        burst with an ear splitting report

 

 

Captain Lord was told on 3 separate occasions there was a ship firing rockets. On each occasion he asked if there were any colours in them. (This was very strange.) As there were not, he decided to do nothing. 

Rockets being fired at night can only mean one thing – a ship is in distress. Ordinarily any ship was bound to investigate, so why didn’t Captain Lord? Because he was waiting for a red or blue rocket!

In the absence of the correct signals Lord simply waited for the right ones.
 

 

On arrival in Boston, Lord first had a lengthy private meeting with the IMM agent. 

 

When a newspaper reporter asked Capt. Lord about the position of the Californian that night, Lord told him he was requesting ‘state secrets’.
 

16.
THE COVER UP BEGINS
 

 

A ‘committee of passengers’ wrote a statement aboard the rescue ship Carpathia. It neatly shifts the blame from the White Star Line to the Board of Trade. The language used suggests it was written for them by one of Titanic’s officers, probably Lightoller as the senior survivng officer.

 

The British Government, through Ambassador Brice, moved heaven and earth to dissuade the U.S. Government from holding their own inquiry.

 
Ismay attempted to sneak the surviving crew out of the US on the Cedric, but failed. [see Ismay telegram from Carpathia.]

 

Titanic’s surviving officers stonewalled the US Inquiry, as did Ismay himself.

 
On their return to Britain, all 172  surviving crewmen were told not to make any public statement concerning the disaster. 

They were then forced to sign the official secrets act before being released to their families, some after as long as 24 hours. 

Was someone trying to suppress something here...some vital piece of information...?
 

Ismay, Lightoller, Lowe and Pitman all came home on the Adriatic and would have had plenty of time to get their stories straight. 
 
Lightoller, out first to protect first his own reputation, then that of the White Star Line, was evasive when asked pertinent questions at both enquiries -  

 

·        he claimed at the British Inquiry that the Titanic had turned to port before Fred Fleet rang down from the crows nest (confirmed by Fleet.) How would he know? He was supposed to be in his cabin at the time.

 

·        At the American inquiry he said there was no mist ten minutes before the Titanic struck the ice berg, contradicting the evidence of the two lookouts. How would he know this if he was in his cabin? 

 

·        He also lied about the number of ice warnings received on the bridge as if to suggest the ice came as a surprise.

 

17.
THE BRITISH INQUIRY & OFFICIAL COVER UP.
 
 

In Britain, the Board of Trade Inquiry was conducted by Lord Mersey, also President of the Board of Trade and no stranger to the art of the cover-up.

·        He was also involved in the Government whitewash of the Jameson Raid and was in 1915 to chair the Lusitania Inquiry - also a cover up. 

·        His son, Charles Bingham was also to sit on the Inquiry. 

·        Since the enormous loss of life was due in part to the Board of Trade’s outdated regulations regarding the number of lifeboats carried, it was hardly likely that the inquiry was going to be too concerned with uncovering the truth. 
·        The Board of Trade would be both plaintiff and defendant in this case! 
 

The hearings were held at the Scottish Drill Hall in London. 
·        The acoustics were so bad that spectators in the public galleries found it difficult to hear anything that was said. 

·        It had been booked by Lord Mersey’s son. 

 

Harold Sanderson, from Harland and Wolff, repeatedly made the mistake of referring to the Titanic as the Olympic.

 

The whole British Inquiry was a whitewash. 

·        Captain Smith would not be blamed because he was no longer alive and could not defend himself. 

·        The lookouts were not to blame,

·        the design and construction of the Titanic was not to blame, 

·        neither were her officers or her owners. 

In fact no one was to blame...except Captain Lord.
 
If Lord Mersey heard anything that did not fit his own preconceived version of the facts, he simply ignored it.
 

·        Lord Mersey found it hard to believe that Captain Lord had been asleep at 2.00 in the morning...what else should he be doing at that time of the night? 

·        Lord Mersey failed to see the significance of testimony relating to the number, type, and colour of the rockets.

·        Californian 2nd Officer Herbert Stone told Lord Mersey that Captain Lord had asked if there was any colour in the rockets. 

·        Lord Mersey missed the point when Captain Moore of the Mount Temple admitted he had been within 15 miles of the position Titanic had foundered.

·        Lord Mersey did not question the lookout’s observation that the ship had already begun to swing to port BEFORE Fleet rang the warning bell, suggesting that the berg had already been seen from the bridge.

 

Lightoller 
·        could not remember any ice warnings being posted on the bridge. 

·        said he had no knowledge of a fire in coal bunker No. 10. 

·        said he did not see any ice bergs when dawn came, yet Captain Rostron and at least 5 dozen other witnesses said that there were ice bergs as far as the eye could see. 

 

Fourth Officer Boxhall  and Fifth Officer Lowe should have been on watch that night but were replaced at the last minute by Murdoch and Moody. Why?
 

Californian’s Chief Officer, G. F. Stewart was pressured by Lord Mersey to admit that the rockets seen from the Californian were those of the Titanic. He flatly denied the possibility, but it would make no difference.

 

Californian crewmember Ernest Gill was allowed to repeat the story he had told the press in New York, (for which he was paid $500) that he had seen the Titanic and that Captain Lord had refused to go to her assistance. There was barely an attempt at cross-examination and Captain Lord was not invited to defend himself.
 

Lord Mersey asked to see the written notes Thomas Lewis, acting for the British Seafarers Union. The notes were handed to him, whereupon he took over the questioning of the witness himself. An unheard of breach of professional etiquette...and a good way to avoid any embarrassing questions.

 

Whenever any of the mystery ships were referred to, Lord Mersey would more often than not interject with; “you mean the Californian...”
 

Was Lord Mersey in on the whole thing and aware of Stanley Lord’s secret mission and the fact that, through no fault of his own, he did not rush to the rescue? Is this why, against all logic and reason, Mersey pursued the hapless Lord so relentlessly?
 

Captain Lord was given no chance to answer the allegations against him.
 

Was Captain Lord made a scapegoat because he had failed to do what he had been engaged to do on the night of the disaster? Lord Mersey persistently interrupted the testimony given by the officers of the Californian.

 

The  Mount Temple had been just as close and statements from some of her passengers indicate that they could see the Titanic on the horizon and close enough to hear the last two reports of the rockets. Still, Merse y repeatedly interrupted saying in his opinion that the ship seen from the Californian must have been the Titanic. The fact that Captain Henry Moore had kept the Mount Temple stopped while he was in a position to render assistance was simply overlooked in the quest to vilify Captain Lord.

 

Mersey; "I think the onus of proof in this matter is upon the Californian...that it will be for the Californian to satisfy us that those were not the signals of the Titanic..." 

and later; "I think we are all of the opinion that the distress rockets that were seen from the Californian were the distress signals of the Titanic." 

 

 

18.
INSURANCE FRAUD?
 

The Titanic, as a brand new ship would have been insurable for it’s full value and more.

 

The Titanic had cost the equivalent of $10 million to build. 

Normally White Star, in common with other IMM ships carried a percentage of the risk themselves, and it was at first thought that the insurers would only be liable for about $7.5 million. 

Not so...within five days of Titanic foundering, the Insurers paid out $12.5 million for the loss of the Titanic. 

A predictable result?

 

 

19.              THE COVER UP CONTINUES…
 

Throughout the remainder of his life Captain Stanley Lord tried on several occasions to get the inquiry into the loss of the Titanic reopened, through the union and his lawyers. He was on each occasion unsuccessful.
Lord’s MP was warned away by what had then become the DTI.

 

In July 1953, the British salvage vessel Help was chartered from the admiralty. It carried on board deep set telephoto cameras and remote controlled retrieval equipment. 

It quietly sailed from Southampton and positioned itself over the last reported position of the Titanic. 

No one would say what she was up to but it is now known that she began underwater blasting with heavy explosives.

This was certainly not a salvage mission!

 

When finally, the last resting place of the Titanic was discovered in 1985 by Dr. Robert Ballard, the whole operation was secretly monitored by the British Nuclear submarine HMS Oberon. 

This was done without the knowledge of any of the search crew – except Ballard himself, who at the time was a U.S. Navy Reserve Commander specialising in covert operations.

 

On subsequent expeditions Ballard maintained that the starboard propeller could not be located because it was buried in the mud… Not so, because we have the photograph!

Please contact BRI (310) 829-2222 ext 10 Marc or ext. 13 Celena
 

